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INTRODUCTION 

The Republic of Palau became an independent nation on the 1st of October 1994 with the implementation of the Com-

pact of Free Association between Palau and the United States of America. The government of Palau consists of 16 

States, namely: Kayangel, Ngerchelong, Ngaraard, Ngardmau, Ngiwal, Ngeremlengui, Ngatpang, Melekeok, Aimeliik, 

Ngchesar, Airai, Koror, Peleliu, Angaur, Sonsorol and Hatohobei. 

Palau stretches from about 2 to 8 degrees north latitude and 131 to 135 degrees east longitude. Palau covers 189 

square miles of land area including the rock islands. The surrounding sea area includes an exclusive economic zone 

extending over 237,850 square miles. The capital of Palau was relocated to Ngerulmud, Melekeok in 2006. Koror re-

main the economic center for Palau, with a land area of 7.1 square miles where two thirds of the population resides. 

Koror lies just south of Micronesia’s second largest island, Babeldaob, which contains 153 square miles of undulating 

forests, grasslands, rivers, waterfalls, wetlands, mangroves and some of the most beautiful stretches of beaches. 

Palau consists of more than 340 islands, with only eight being inhabited. These are, from Northeast to Southwest: 

Kayangel, Babeldaob, Koror, Peleliu, Angaur, Sonsorol, Pulo Anna, Hatohobei and Helen’s Reef. Most of the islands 

are of volcanic origin, and others are of raised limestone. Babeldaob is the largest island, making up eighty percent of 

the total land area. Babeldaob Island consists of ten states, namely Ngerchelong, Ngaraard, Ngiwal, Melekeok, 

Ngchesar, Ngardmau, Ngeremlengui, Ngatpang, Aimeliik and Airai. 

Palau’s distance to major cities in nautical miles: Guam (722 miles), Hong Kong (1,739 miles), Honolulu (4,449 miles), 

Manila (528 miles), San Francisco (5,751 miles), Shanghai (1,679 miles), Sydney (3,319 miles), Tokyo (1,890 miles). 

The Republic of Palau is nine hours ahead of Greenwich Mean Time and is in the same time zone as Japan. 
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