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Message from the Minister of Finance 

I am pleased to present the 2015 Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Palau, which is 
written and published annually by the Bureau of Budget and Planning under the Ministry 
of Finance. Information provided in this yearbook is collected, compiled and generated in close 
cooperation with relevant government ministries and agencies, as well as semi-government 
agencies, private institutions and the community. 

This annual statistical yearbook features key socio-economic data, particularly relevant statistics 
collected from the public and private sector and compiled for the purpose of providing a basis for 
economic development planning, policy development, investment planning and decision-making. 
This statistical yearbook is not only important for the national and state governments to guide 
their development planning and decision-making processes, it also provides the basis for 
individual investors and corporate groups to analyze and understand specific market conditions, 
in connection with prevailing economic forces in the Republic of Palau. This yearbook is also 
used by individuals, community groups and international organizations that are interested in 
assessing specific components of the economic and social sectors. 

The government, especially the Office of Planning and Statistics of the Bureau of Budget and 
Planning, continues to build its capacity to produce this publication in a more enhanced manner, 
by integrating a more modern system of data collection, compilation and processing. On-going 
efforts are underway to train existing personnel to advance their skills and abilities, enabling them 
to produce more reliable, accurate and informative yearbooks on a timely basis. To further 
enhance this effort, relevant ministries and agencies are encouraged to continue to cooperate with 
the Bureau of Budget and Planning in the collection and compilation of statistical data. 
Furthermore, I recognize the need for strengthening the legislation to facilitate our efforts to 
obtain the most needed data from the government and the private sector on a regular basis. 

Finally, I wish to recognize the efforts of the staff in the production of this yearbook, 
particularly those in the Bureau of Budget and Planning who collected data and put together 
this yearbook, and those from other relevant ministries and agencies that provided the data. I also 
wish to extend my appreciation to the readers of this yearbook and hope that it will be of great 
assistance in providing the information you need for your research and projects. Any comments 
or suggestions are welcomed for the improvement of this Statistical Yearbook. Inquiries may be 
directed to the Bureau of Budget and Planning, Ministry of Finance. 

Mesulang, 

d&J/~ mt':;~~1E;l~~g 
Minister ~ inance 
Republic ofPalau 

Ministry of Finance 
P.O. Box 6011 

Koror, Republic of Palau 96940 
Tel: (680) 767-25611 Fax: (680) 767-2168 I E-mail: mof@palaugov.net 
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