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Snapshot of Key Findings

Men age 15-49

Children under 5

Children age 5-17

Samoa 
DHS-MICS 
2019-20

1. Sample & Survey Characteristics

Household

3,196
3,286
3,675

Interviewed

Occupied

Sampled

97

Women age 15-49

4,139
4,530

Interviewed

Eligible for interview

91

1,204
1,466

Interviewed

Eligible for interview

82

2,687

2,772Eligible for interview

Mothers/Caretakers 
interviewed

97

2,237

2,339Eligible for interview
Mothers/Caretakers 
interviewed 96

Number Response Rate

Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey

Survey  
Implementation

Implementing agency:
Samoa Bureau of Statistics

Sampling frame:
2016 Population and Housing 
Census 

Interviewer training:
Sep-Oct 2019

Fieldwork:
October 2019-February 2020

Questionnaires:
Household
Women age 15-49
Men age 15-49
Children under 5
Children age 5-17
Water Quality

Response Rates
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Population Characteristics

Household Population Age & Sex Household Composition & Characteristics 
of Head of household

Children’s Living Arrangements (0-17 years)

Percent distribution of household population by age group and sex Percentage of households by selected characteristics

selected characteristics

Population Characteristics

Household Population Age & Sex Household Composition & Characteristics 
of Head of household

Women & Men’s Profile Children’s Profile

Children’s Living Arrangements (0-17 years)
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Population Characteristics

Household Population Age & Sex Household Composition & Characteristics 
of Head of household

Women & Men’s Profile Children’s Profile

Children’s Living Arrangements (0-17 years)

1

3

15

9

72

0 20 40 60 80 100

No data

Lives with father only

Lives with mother only

Lives with neither biological parent

Lives with both parents

Percent

Population Characteristics

Household Population Age & Sex Household Composition & Characteristics 
of Head of household

22

78

18

51

24

4

50

74

82

82

80

6

0 50 100

Female

Male

Higher

Secondary

Primary

Pre-Primary None

At least one child <5 years

At least one child 5-17 years

At least one child <18 years

At least one woman 15-49 years

At least one man 15-49 years

No one member age <50

Percent

Women & Men’s Profile Children’s Profile

Children’s Living Arrangements (0-17 years)

-

Population Characteristics

Household Population Age & Sex Household Composition & Characteristics 
of Head of household

Women & Men’s Profile Children’s Profile

Children’s Living Arrangements (0-17 years)

2



3

Snapshot of Key Findings

Households Women

National 100 100 100 100 100

Apia Urban Area 20 21 20 16 18

North West Upolu 34 36 36 40 36

Rest of Upolu 22 23 23 23 23

Savaii 24 21 21 21 23

Regional Distribution of Population (percent)

 In Samoa DHS-MICS 2019-20, 3,675 households from four regions of the country  were sampled. 

 44 percent of Samoa population is below 18 years old

 Households in Samoa are predominantly headed by men, as only 22 percent of households are 
headed by women

Key Messages
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2. Mass Media, Communications & Internet

Exposure to Mass Media

 Newspaper Radio Television All Three

Women with Access to Newspaper,  
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Inequalities in Access to Mass Media
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Household Ownership of Information & Communication Technology 
(ICT) Equipment & Internet at Home

 
 

National 51 75 96 27 737

Region Radio Television Computer Internet 
at Home
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Telephone-
Mobile
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North West Upolu

Rest of Upolu

Savaii
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49

41

57

Household Ownership of a Radio Household Ownership of a Computer

Inequalities in Household Ownership of ICT Equipment & 
Internet at Home

Percentage of households with mobile telephone Percentage of households with access to the internet at home

Household Ownership of a Mobile 
Telephone

Households with Internet
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Key Messages
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19

21

92

89

71

54

Use of Information & Communication Technology
Computer Use Mobile Phone Use 

   

Percentage of women and men age 15-49 years who during the last 3 months used a computer, used a mobile phone and used the internet

Disparities in Use of Information & Communication Technology 

Disparities in Mobile Phone Use among 
Women

Disparities in Internet Use among Women: 
SDG17.8.1

Disparities in Mobile Phone Use among Men

Disparities in Internet Use among Men: 
SDG17.8.1
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Computer Use Mobile Phone Use Internet Use

National 21 89 54 18

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) Skills

Regional Data on ICT Use & Skills among Women

Percentage of women age 15-49 years who during the last 3 months used a computer, used a mobile phone and used the internet and percentage 

Computer Use Mobile Phone Use Internet Use

National 21 89 54 18

Apia Urban Area 35 93 66 33

North West Upolu 21 90 53 18

Rest of Upolu 20 83 47 15

Savaii 11 88 53 10

 Access to mass media (including newspaper, 

Samoan population. 

 On a weekly basis, 36 percent of women and 42 
percent of men are exposed to radio. Little more 
than two-thirds of the men and almost the same 

1 in 6 are exposed to newspapers.

are exposed to all three types of mass media on a 
weekly basis. 

Key Messages
 96 percent households own mobile phones.

 Men are more frequent users of internet (71 
percent) compared to women (54 percent). 

 About 62 percent of households in the highest 
 

3 percent among the lowest wealth quintile.
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Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey3. Child Mortality

Mortality Rates among Children Under-5

Neonatal mortality (NN): 
Post-neonatal mortality: calculated as difference between infant and neonatal mortality rates
Infant mortality (1q0): 
Child mortality (4q1):
Under-5 mortality (5q0): 

MICS uses a direct method for estimation of child mortality full birth histories whereby women age 15-49 are asked 

Years preceding the 
survey

Neonatal 
mortality rate: 

SDG 3.2.2

Post-neonatal 
mortality rate

Infant mortality 
rate

Child mortality 
rate

Under-5 
mortality rate: 

SDG 3.2.1
50-4 10 15 4 20

115-9 6 17 7 23

310-14 7 10 3 13

Mortality Rates among Children Under-5

Samoa
2019-20
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Female, 13 35-49 years, 14
0-1, 9 First Birth, 9

Male, 26
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4 - 6 , 29 <2 years, 28
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National

target set for childhood mortality 

 Under-5 mortality rate in rural areas 

quarter higher compared to urban 

under-5 mortality rate of 16 per 1,000 

Key Messages

Child Mortality Disparities

Under-5 mortality rate by socio-economic 
characteristics & area

Under-5 mortality rate by demographic risk 
factors

Neonatal & under-5 mortality rates by region Trends in under-5 mortality ratesNeonatal & under-5 mortality rates by region

Under-5 mortality rate by socio-economic characteristics 
& area

Child Mortality Disparities

Under-5 mortality rate by demographic risk factors

Region 
Neonatal
mortality

Under-5 
mortality

National 5 20

Apia Urban Area 5 16

North West Upolu 5 21

Rest of Upolu 5 18

Savaii 5 23

Trends in under-5 mortality rates

web portal.

Child mortality source data and child mortality estimates are published 
on www.childmortality.org, the web portal of the United Nations Inter-

registration data. These may include both direct and indirect calculation  
methods. In order to reconcile differences between data sources, a 
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YearDHS 2014 DHS 2009

DHS-MICS 2019-20 IGME 2020

Census 2016 (Indirect)
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Richest: 3.2

Higher: 3.9

Apia Urban Area: 
3.6

Poorest: 6.3

Secondary: 5.1

Savaii:  4.6

National: 4.7

National: 4.7

National: 4.7

Wealth Quintile

Woman's 
Education

Region

Nat

Hig

Low

National

Highest

Lowest

Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey

Samoa 
DHS-MICS 
2019-20

4. Fertility & Family Planning

Fertility

Total Fertility Rate

Samoa 

Fertility & Family Planning

Fertility

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Adolescent Birth Rate: SDG indicator 3.7.2

Total Fertility Rate

group during the same period, expressed per 1,000 women of women, from age 15 through to age 49

Samoa 

Fertility & Family Planning

Fertility

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Adolescent Birth Rate: SDG indicator 3.7.2

Total Fertility Rate

National

Highest

Lowest

including for family planning, information and 

into national strategies and programmes. 

Reducing adolescent fertility and addressing the 
multiple factors underlying it are essential for 

social and economic well-being of adolescents. 

reduce infant mortality.
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Early Child Bearing - by Age 18 Trends in Early Child Bearing -  
by Age 18

Percentage of women age 15-49 years currently married or in union 
with an met need for family planning for limiting, by selected 
characteristics

Percentage of women age 15-49 years currently married or in union 
with an met need for family planning for spacing, by selected 
characteristics

Rural, 4 Poorest, 4
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Method of Family Planning by Various Characteristics
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6 6
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before age 18, by selected characteristics before age 18

Family Planning

Type of method* By Area

By Wealth QuintileBy Woman’s Education By Main Activity

By Age

84

1

16

82

1

17Urban

Rural

83

0

16

83

0

16Richest

Poorest

96

5

86

14Age 15-19

Age 20-24

86

1
14

85

1

16Higher

Primary

85

0
15

83

1

16
Employed

Not employed
No Method

Any Modern Method

Any Traditional Method

1
16

83

*Modern Methods include female sterilization, male sterilization, IUCD, injectables, implants, pills, male condom, Female condom and 
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SDG indicator 3.7.1

Regional Data on Fertility & Family Planning

Percentage of women age 15-49 years with demand for family 

The proportion of demand for family planning 

helps enable women and their partners to exercise 
their rights to decide freely and responsibly the 

information, education and means to do so. Meeting 
demand for family planning with modern methods 
also contributes to maternal and child health by 

spaced pregnancies, which are at higher risk for poor 
obstetrical outcomes.

Nutritional Status of Children

Adolescent 
Birth Rate 

Total Fertility 
Rate 

Child bearing 
before 15*

Child bearing before 
18

Contraception 
Use of modern 
method among 
married / in-
union women

Contraception 
Use of any 

method among 
married / in-
union women

Demand for family 
planning satisfied 

with modern 
methods among 

married / in-union 
women

National 55 4.7 <1 7 16 17 29

Urban, 29 Poorest, 28
Primary, 24

Age 15-19, 8

Rural,  34 Richest, 32
Secondary, 30

Age 30-34, 35

0

20

40

Area Wealth Quintile Woman's Education Age

Pe
rc

en
t

National

Nutritional Status of Children

Adolescent 
Birth Rate 

Total Fertility 
Rate 

Child bearing 
before 15*

Child bearing before 
18

Contraception 
Use of modern 
method among 
married / in-
union women

Contraception 
Use of any 

method among 
married / in-

union women

Demand for family 
planning satisfied 

with modern 
methods among 

married / in-union 
women

National 55 4.7 <1 7 16 17 29

Apia Urban Area 41 3.6 <1 4 17 18 34

North West Upolu 62 5.3 <1 7 15 16 27

Rest of Upolu 62 4.8 <1 11 19 20 36

Savaii 50 4.6 <1 9 14 14 24

Urban Area (3.6).   

 Adolescent birth rate is 55 per 1,000 women age 15-19 years.

who belong to the poor wealth quintiles (15 percent) compared to those from rich wealth quintile (2 
percent).

 About 17 percent of the currently married or in-union women age 15-49 are using any method of 
contraception, Of these 94 percent are using modern methods. 

Key Messages
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2019-20

Age & Sex Distribution of Household Population

5. Adolescents

The Adolescent Population: Age 10-19

Samoa

Adolescents

The Adolescent Population: Age 10-19

Every Adolescent Survives & Thrives

Age & Sex Distribution of Household Population

Adolescent Birth Rate: SDG 3.7.2

8 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8

0-4
5-9

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84

85+

Percent

Ag
e

Males Females

This snapshot of adolescent well-being is 
organized around key priority areas for 
adolescents:

and exploitation

 
in life

Every Adolescent Survives & Thrives

Adolescent Birth Rate: SDG 3.7.2

that age group during the same period, expressed per 1,000 women

Adolescence is by some measures the healthiest 

effects on health and wellbeing, such as unsafe 

related consequences, allowing adolescents to 
transition into adulthood with the ability to plan their 
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Every Adolescent Survives & Thrives

Every Adolescent Learns

Tobacco* & Alcohol Use

Foundational Reading Skills Foundational Numeracy Skills

8 7

1
3

24

17

14
12

0

20

40

60

Ever-use of tobacco Ever-use of alcohol Used tobacco during 

last month 

Used alcohol during 

last month 

P
e
rc

e
n
t

Girls Boys

alcohol 

alcohol in the last 1 month

Alcohol and tobacco use typically 

and are major risk factors for 

outcomes, as well as for non-
communicable diseases later in life. 
Adolescence is a time of 
heightened risk-taking, 
independence seeking and 
experimentation. Adolescents are 
at increased risk of substance use 
due to social, genetic, psychological 
or cultural reasons. Yet 
adolescence is also an opportune 

consequences of substance use, 

that will last into adulthood.

46

23

Percentage of children age 7-14 years who can 1) read 90 percent of 
words in a story correctly, 2) Answer three literal comprehension 
questions, 3) Answer two inferential comprehension questions

Percentage of children age 7-14 years who can successfully perform 
1) a number reading task, 2) a number discrimination task, 3) an 
addition task and 4) a pattern recognition and completion task

being pulled into the workforce prematurely. 

Data on reading and numeracy skills are collected in MICS through a direct assessment method. The Foundational 

in primary education.
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School Attendance Ratios Information & Communications Technology 
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26 22
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Percentage of adolescents age 15-19 years who can perform at least 

information and communications technology (ICT) skills

Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Child Marriage: SDG 5.3.1

Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Child Marriage: SDG 5.3.1

Child Discipline

Severe
20

Other 
types

62

Physical punishment

82
91

Any violent discipline*

7

Only non-violent

union before age 15 and before age 18, by area

Adolescence is a period of heightened risk to certain 

identity begin to assume greater importance, 

particularly for adolescent girls. Certain harmful 
traditional practices, such as child marriage, often take 
place at the onset of puberty. At the same time,  
as children enter adolescence, they begin to spend 
more time outside their homes and interact more 
intimately with a wider range of people, including 
peers and romantic partners. This change in social 

Child Discipline

Percentage of children age 10-14 years who experienced any discipline in the past month, by type 

 Only non-violent Physical punishment Psychological aggression Any violent discipline*
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Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Child Labour: SDG 8.7.1
Definition of Child Labour

Basic Drinking Water SDG 1.4:

Basic Sanitation Services SDG 1.4.1/6.2.1 

Clean Fuels SDG 7.1.2

Child Labour: SDG 8.7.1

Every Adolescent Lives in a Safe & Clean Environment

Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life

Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Discrimination & Harassment

Water, Sanitation & Clean Fuel Use 

Ethnic or 
Immigration Origin

Gender

Sexual Orientation

Age

Religion or Belief

Disability

2

2

3

11

18

1

0

0 10 20 30 40 50

Age 5-17 years

Age 5-11 years

Age 12-14 years

Age 15-17 years

Percent

Economic activities Household chores

Percentage of adolescents age 5-17 years engaged in child labour, by 

Age 5 to 11 years:

Age 12 to 14 years: At least 14 hours of economic 
 

per week.

Age 15 to 17 years: At least 43 hours of economic 

someone who is not a member of the household, work 
for a family farm or business. Household chores 

for children.

changed during the implementation of the sixth round 

household chores and exclusion of hazardous working 

Every Adolescent Lives in a Safe & Clean Environment

Water, Sanitation & Clean Fuel Use

Definition of Child Labour

Basic Drinking Water SDG 1.4:

Basic Sanitation Services SDG 1.4.1/6.2.1 

Clean Fuels SDG 7.1.2

Child Labour: SDG 8.7.1

Every Adolescent Lives in a Safe & Clean Environment

Rural, 99
Rural,  96

Rural,  40

Urban, 100 Urban, 98

Urban, 78
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Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life

Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Discrimination & Harassment

Water, Sanitation & Clean Fuel Use 

Ethnic or 
Immigration Origin

Gender

Sexual Orientation

Age

Religion or Belief

Disability

Basic Drinking Water SDG 1.4: Drinking water from 

more than 30 minutes for a roundtrip including 

of their design and construction, and include: piped 
water, boreholes or tubewells, protected dug wells, 
protected springs, rainwater, and packaged or 

Basic Sanitation Services SDG 1.4.1/6.2.1: Use of 

designed to hygienically separate excreta from human 

with slabs

Clean Fuels SDG 7.1.2: Primary reliance on clean 
fuels and technologies for cooking, space heating and 
lighting
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Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life

Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life

Discrimination & Harassment

Definition of Child Labour

Basic Drinking Water SDG 1.4:

Basic Sanitation Services SDG 1.4.1/6.2.1 

Clean Fuels SDG 7.1.2

Child Labour: SDG 8.7.1

Every Adolescent Lives in a Safe & Clean Environment

Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life

Every Adolescent is Protected from Violence & Exploitation

Discrimination & Harassment

Water, Sanitation & Clean Fuel Use 

3

4

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Ethnic or 
Immigration Origin

6

3

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Gender
5

5

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Sexual Orientation

6

2

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Age
9

7

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Religion or Belief

2

2

Boys 15-19

Girls 15-19

Disabilityy

Ethnic or  
Immigration Origin

Sexual Orientation Religion or Belief

Functioning Difficulties in Adolescents

Key Messages

Every Adolescent has an Equitable Chance in Life
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Age 15-17 Age 10-14

 
and age

regard to equity demands a human rights-based 
approach. At the core of international human rights 
legal framework is the principle of non-

forms of discrimination, including against women, 
indigenous peoples, migrants, minorities, people 
with disabilities, and discrimination based on race 
and religion, or sexual orientation and gender 
identity. As adolescents begin to form more of an 

more pronounced, taking form in harassment, 

same time, research has shown that discrimination 
during adolescence has a particularly strong effect 
on stress hormones, potentially leading to life-long 
mental or physical health side effects. 

Children and adolescents with disabilities are one 
of the most marginalized groups in society. Facing 

attitudes, lack of adequate policies and legislation, 

from realizing their rights to health, education, and 

 Adolescent boys age 15-19 years are 3 times 

compared to adolescent girls (8 percent). Fourteen 
percent of boys used tobacco during one month 

among girls.    

 

percentage with depression.

Key Messages
 More adolescent boys age 15-19 years feel 

discriminated on the basis of gender, and religion 

 
child labour. 
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Knowledge

common misconceptions

6. HIV & Sexual Behaviour
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Snapshot of Key Findings
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Sexual Behaviour by Key Characteristics

Sexually Active

Multiple Partners

Young People who had Sex Before Age 15

considered a risk factor for health and social 

other sexually transmitted infections, and gender 
equality and empowerment. An understanding of 

promotion programmes.

Young People who had Sex Before Age 15

Sexually active:
Multiple partners:
Condom use

Sex before age 15:
Sex with man 10 years or older

Girls 15-19 who Report Sex with Partner 10 years 
or Older

Sexual Behaviour by Key Characteristics
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Sex with man 10 years or older  
a man 10 or more years older in the last 12 months
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Regional Data on Sexual Behaviour

Sexual Behavior by Key Characteristics
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Key Messages

that children with HIV should not be allowed to attend 

 About 2 percent of women and men age 15-49 
years has tested for HIV in during the 12 months 
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Diarrhoea
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Care-seeking during Fever Disparities in Care-seeking during Fever
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Key Messages

Percentage of children age 0-59 months with symptoms of ARI in the 
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Regional Data on Care-seeking for Childhood Illness

Symptoms of Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI)

Care-seeking for Symptoms of ARI
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Care-Seeking at a health facility or provider for::  
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North West 
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Key Messages

Regional Data on Care-seeking for 
Childhood Illness

( ) Figures that are based on 25-49 unweighted cases

 

 
treatment from any source. 

Key Messages
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Antenatal Care Delivery Care Postnatal Care
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Coverage of Antenatal Care by Various Characteristics

Area Wealth Quintile Maternal Age Maternal Education
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Area Wealth Quintile Maternal age Maternal education

Caesarian Section by Various Characteristics
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Regional Data on Maternal and Newborn Cascade

Region 

ANC: At least 1 visit 
(skilled provider)

ANC: At least 4 
visits (any provider)

Skilled Attendance 
at Birth

Institutional 
Delivery

Postnatal Care for 
Mother <2 days

Postnatal Care for 
Newborn <2 days

National 94 70 89 88 83 85

Apia Urban Area 98 72 97 96 89

North West Upolu 94 68 87 88 84 87

Rest of Upolu 94 78 87 89 74 82

Savaii 91 62 89 82 87 82

88

 
in a health facility.

c-sections.

blood sample taken as part of antenatal care. 

Key Messages
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Infant & Young Child Feeding 

9. Infant & Young Child Feeding (IYCF)

Early initiation: percentage of newborns put to breast within 1 hour of birth; Exclusive breastfeeding: percentage of infants aged 0-5months 
Introduction to solids Minimum diet 

diversity: Minimum meal frequency: percentage of 
Minimum acceptable diet: 

Continued breastfeeding at 1 
year: ; Continued breastfeeding at 2 years: percentage of children 
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Snapshot of Key Findings

IYCF: Equity
Early Initiation of Breastfeeding Minimum Diet Diversity

 Around half of newborn babies are put to breast 
within 1 hour of birth

children born through c-section (32 percent) 
compared to children born in a normal way  
(55 percent)

 Only 52 percent of infants age 0-5 months are 

Key Messages

 About half of the infants (47 percent) aged 
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Wasting refers to a child who is too 
for his or her height. Wasting, or acu
malnutrition, is the result of recent r
weight loss or the failure to gain we
A child who is moderately or severel
wasted has an increased risk of dea

but treatment is possible.

Underweight is a composite form of 
undernutrition that can include 
elements of stunting and wasting (i.
an underweight child can have a 
reduced weight for their age due to 
being too short for their age and/or 

being too thin for their height).

Underweight
9

7

Stunting refers to a child who is too 
short for his or her age. Stunting is 
the failure to grow both physically 
and cognitively and is the result of 
chronic or recurrent malnutrition.

Stunting: SDG 2.2.1

Overweight refers to a child who is too 
heavy for his or her height. This form of 
malnutrition results from expending too 
few calories for the amount consumed 
from food and drinks and increases the 
risk of noncommunicable diseases later 

in life.

Overweight: SDG 2.2.2

Percentage children under-5 who 
are stunted

Percentage children under-5 who 
are overweight

Stunting: SDG 2.2.1 Wasting: SDG 2.2.2

Overweight: SDG 2.2.2

Anthropometric Malnutrition Indicators by Age

Overweight refers to a child who is 

form of malnutrition results from 
expending too few calories for the 
amount consumed from food and 
drinks and increases the risk of 
noncommunicable diseases later  
in life.

Anthropometric Malnutrition Indicators

Stunting refers to a child who is too 
short for his or her age. Stunting is 
the failure to grow both physically and 

or recurrent malnutrition.
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Percentage children under-5 who 
are wasted

Percentage children under-5 who 
are underweight

Underweight is a composite form 
of undernutrition that can include 
elements of stunting and wasting 
(i.e. an underweight child can 

age due to being too short for 
their age and/or being too thin for 
their height).

Underweight

Wasting refers to a child who is too 
thin for his or her height. Wasting,  
or acute malnutrition, is the result of 
recent rapid weight loss or the failure 
to gain weight. A child who is 

increased risk of death, but treatment 
is possible.
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Snapshot of Key Findings
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antenatal care (ANC) including nutritional status of pregnant mothers. There is a need to encourage 

 

Key Messages

Regional Data on Stunting, Overweight & Wasting

Stunting: SDG 2.2.1 Overweight: SDG 2.2.2 Wasting

% stunted 

(moderate and severe)

% overweight 

(moderate and severe)

% wasted 

(moderate and severe,
SDG 2.2.2)

% wasted

(severe)

National 7.3 8.7 3.1 1.2

Apia Urban Area 9.7 3.19.32.21

North West Upolu 7.8 5.02.25.9

Rest of Upolu 6.0 7.16.49.6

Savaii 6.0 8.15.28.6
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Early Stimulation & Responsive Care

Attendance at Early Childhood Education 
Programmes

Support for Learning

Percentage of children age 2-4 years with whom the father, mother or 

and school readiness during the last three days

child; singing songs to the child; taking the child outside the home; 
playing with the child; and naming, counting or drawing things with the 
child
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11. Early Childhood Development (ECD)

nutrients, access to good quality early childhood 
education, and safety and protection. All these aspects 

outcomes for children. 
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Learning Materials & Child Supervision

Inadequate supervision of childrenAccess to Play & Learning Materials
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Access to Play & Learning Materials Inadequate supervision of children

ECDI: Total Score & Domains, SDG 4.2.1 ECDI: Disaggregates

Early Childhood Development Index (ECDI)

 Fifty-eight percent of children age 2-4 years 

promote learning and school readiness during 
last three days compared to only 23 percent of 

fathers. 

books for children.

Key Messages

numeracy, physical, social-emotional, and 
learning domains, with 86 percent of children in 
this age group who attend early childhood 

and only 69 percent of children who do not 

Learning Materials & Child SupervisionLearning Materials & Child Supervision
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Inequalities in Attendance in Early Childhood Education & Participation 
in Organized Learning

School Net Attendance Rates (adjusted)

Net Attendance Rate for Early Childhood 
Education

Participation Rate in Organized Learning 
(1 Year Prior to Primary Entry Age): 
SDG 4.2.2 

Percentage of children attending an early childhood education 
programme,  
or primary education (adjusted net attendance ratio), who are one year 

the school year

Attendance Rates & Inequalities
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Inequalities in Attendance Rates

Adjusted Primary School 
Net Attendance Rate

Adjusted Lower Secondary 
School Net Attendance Rate

Adjusted Upper Secondary 
School Net Attendance Rate

Percentage of children of primary school age 
(as of the beginning of school year) who are 
attending primary or secondary school

Percentage of children of lower secondary 
school age (as of the beginning of the 
current or most recent school year) who are 
attending lower secondary school or higher 

Percentage of children of upper secondary 
school age (as of the beginning of the 
current or most recent school year) who are 
attending upper secondary school or higher

Regional Data for Net Attendance Rates (adjusted)
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Participation rate 
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Key Messages
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Adjusted Lower Secondary School 
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Net Attendance Rate

Regional Data for Net Attendance Rates (adjusted)

Region 
Early Childhood 

Education 

Participation rate 
in organized 

learning
Primary Lower 

Secondary
Upper 

Secondary

National
26 55 91 81 73

Apia Urban Area 18 59 93 81 79

North West Upolu 22 50 91 79 71

Rest of Upolu 33 57 93 83 73

Savaii 29 57 87 82 72

Key Messages

 One out of four children age 36-59 months in Samoa attends early childhood education (33 percent  
in Rest of Upolu and 18 percent Apia Urban Area).

belonging to richest wealth quintile (85 percent) compared to those belonging to poorest wealth quintile 
(62 percent).

 Nine out of ten  children complete primary education (91 percent) while completion rate drops to  
81 percent for lower secondary and to 73 percent for upper secondary education completion rates. 

Key Messages
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primary school 

lowest rates in Samoa (52 percent)

Key Messages

Out of School Dimensions for Levels of Education

Out of School Rates
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SDG Summary for Education

SDG MICS 
Indicator Definition & Notes

Value
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Total Boys Girls

4.2.2 LN.2
Participation rate in organized learning (one year before the 

official primary entry age)
55% 52% 58%
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Early Grade Learning: SDG 4.1.1(a) (age for grade 2/3)

13. Early Grade Learning  
& Parental Involvement

Foundational Reading Skills

*Percentage of children of age for grade 2/3 who can 1) read 90% of words in a story correctly, 2) Answer three literal comprehension questions, 
3) Answer two inferential comprehension questions

Samoa
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Number discrimination

Number reading
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Foundational Numeracy Skills: SDG 4.1.1.(a) (ii: numeracy)

*Percentage of children  of age for grade 2/3 who can successfully perform 1) a number reading task, 2) a number discrimination task,  
3) an addition task and 4) a pattern recognition and completion task
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Answers literal comprehension questions correctly

Reads 90% of words correctly in story
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Snapshot of Key Findings

location, household socio-economic status, and ethnicity, the most marginalized sub-populations of children can be 

Disaggregates in Foundational Reading 
Skills

Regional Data on Foundational Reading 
Skills

Early Grade Learning: Disaggregates (age 7-14 years)

National 19 27 23

Male, 40
Rural,  45

Poorest, 35

Female, 52
Urban, 49

Richest, 62

0

20

40

60

80

Sex Area Wealth Quintile

Pe
rc

en
t

National

National 40 52 46

National 19 27 23

National 40 52 46

Apia Urban Area 47 55 49

North West Upolu 35 45 40

Rest of Upolu 33 40 36

Savaii 54 70 62
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Skills

Male, 19
Rural,  22

Poorest, 16

Female, 27 Urban, 28
Richest, 32

0

20

40

60

80

Sex Area Wealth Quintile

Pe
rc

en
t

National

National 19 27 23

National 40 52 46

National 19 27 23

Apia Urban Area 28 29 28

North West Upolu 11 20 15

Rest of Upolu 14 20 17

Savaii 32 41 36
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Parental Involvement: Learning Environment at Home 

Children with 3 or more 
books to read at home
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Parental Involvement: Support for learning at School

and one-in-two demonstrated foundational reading skills.

 A higher proportion of children age 7-14 years from urban areas demonstrate foundational reading skills 
(49 percent) compared to children from rural areas (45 percent).

Key Messages
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Region 

National 67

Apia Urban Area 71

North West Upolu 66

Rest of Upolu 71

Savaii 61

Regional Data on Birth  
Registration

Mother’s (or Caregiver’s) 
Knowledge of How to Register

Region 

National 67
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22
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81
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78
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Urban

Rural

Richest quintile
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Mother/caregiver has higher education

Mother/caregiver has primary education

Total

Unregistered children whose mothers do not know how to register them

Unregistered children whose mothers know how to register them

Percentage of children under age 5 years whose births are not 
 

a child

is based on 25-49 unweighted cases

Percentage of children under age 5 years whose births are registered, 
by region

 Children born in poor households are less likely to be registered (55 percent) compared to those born  
in rich households (78 percent).

to register a birth.

Key Messages



43

Snapshot of Key Findings

Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey

Samoa 
DHS-MICS 
2019-20
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Percentage of children age 1-14 years who experienced any discipline in the past month, by type 
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Physical punishment: Shaking, hitting or 
slapping a child on the hand/arm/leg, 
hitting on the bottom or elsewhere on 
the body with a hard object, spanking or 
hitting on the bottom with a bare hand, 
hitting or slapping on the face, head or 
ears, and hitting or beating hard and 
repeatedly.

slapping a child on the face, head or 
ears, and hitting or beating a child hard 
and repeatedly.

Psychological aggression: Shouting, 
yelling or screaming at a child, as well 

Violent discipline: Any physical 
punishment and/or psychological 
aggression.

Types of Child Discipline

Child Discipline

15. Child Discipline
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Violent Discipline: Age Patterns
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Types of Child Labour

Percentage of children age 5-17 years engaged in child labour, by type of 

Age 5 to 11 years: At least 1 hour of 

Age 12 to 14 years: At least 14 hours of 

Age 15 to 17 years: At least 43 hours of 

work for someone who is not a member of 
the household, work for a family farm or 

such as cooking, cleaning or caring for 
children.

has changed during the implementation of 
the sixth round of MICS. Changes include 

and exclusion of hazardous working 

labour includes hazardous working 

Child Labour for Age 5-17 years: SDG 8.7.1

Child Labour: Levels & Disaggregates

16. Child Labour
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Inequalities in Child Labour Hazardous Working Conditions
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Percentage of children age 5 to 17 years engaged in child labour, by Percentage of children age 5 to 17 years working under hazardous 
conditions, by background characteristics

Regional Data on Child Labour

Percentage of children age 5 to 17 years engaged in child labour, by region

National 14

Apia Urban Area 7
North West Upolu 17
Rest of Upolu 23
Savaii 5

 One in eight children age 5-17 years engaged in child labour (7 percent in urban and  
14 percent in rural areas).

 Child labour among male children is higher (14 percent) than female children (10 percent).

 Among the four regions, Rest of Upolu has the highest child labour (22 percent) compared to 
other regions.

Key Messages
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Disaggregates in Marriage before Age 18 among women

Key Messages

Child Marriage

Child Marriage: Levels & Disaggregates

Marriage before Age 15 & Age 18 among women: SDG 5.3.1

Disaggregates in Marriage before Age 18 among women

Percentage of women age 20-24 years 

age 15 and before age 18, by residence

24 years, as this youngest cohort most 
recently completed exposure to the risk of 

child marriage. The following charts, which 
show disaggregation by selected 
characteristics, refer to the full cohort of 
women aged 20-49 years.

Key Messages

Child Marriage

Child Marriage: Levels & Disaggregates
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Marriage before Age 15 & Age 18 among women: SDG 5.3.1

Child Marriage: Levels & Disaggregates

17. Child Marriage
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Region Marriage by age 18

National
9

Apia Urban Area 6

North West Upolu 11

Rest of Upolu 10

Savaii 9

Marriage before the age of 18 is a reality for many 
young girls. In many parts of the world parents 
encourage the marriage of their daughters while they 

pregnancy and social isolation, with little education 

Declaration of Human Rights - with the recognition 

informed decision about a life partner.

Regional Data on Child Marriage

union before age 18, by region

Trends in Child Marriage

Region Marriage by age 18

National
9

 Among women age 20-49 years, nine percent are married before reaching age 18 years, this proportion 
is higher at 16 percent among women belonging to the poorest wealth quintile compared to four percent 
among women belonging to the richest wealth quintile.

are eight times less likely to marry before age 18 years compared to those with primary education

Key Messages
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Child Functioning Levels by Age-Group

Child Functioning: Levels & Domains

18. Child Functioning

Key Messages
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Child Functioning: Levels & Domains
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Child Functioning

Child Functioning Levels by Age-Group

Child Functioning Domains

Children with disabilities are among the most 
marginalized groups in society. Facing daily 

of adequate policies and legislation, they are often likely 
to be among the poorest members of the population and 

against and exclusion of children with disabilities also 
puts them at a higher risk of physical and emotional 

exploitation. 

Disabilities (UN, 2006) explicitly state the rights of 
children with disabilities on an equal basis with other 

cross-nationally comparable, reliable data. The Child 

with Disabilities, to collect information on functional 

comprehension, learning, mobility and emotions. 

experiencing limited participation in an 

their rights.



50
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KazakhstanChild Functioning
Child Functioning: Levels & Domains
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Child Functioning Levels by Age-Group
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Child Functioning: Inequalities 
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National 7 23 19

Apia Urban Area 7 18 16

North West Upolu 7 21 18

Rest of Upolu 10 31 27

Savaii 4 21 18

Regional Data on Child Functioning
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2-4 years and 1-in-4 among 5-17 years). 

old (1 percentage). 

Key Messages
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Basic drinking water Basic sanitation Basic hygiene

Drinking water ladder: At least basic 

Limited
roundtrip. Unimproved sources include unprotected dug wells and unprotected springs. No service refers to the direct collection 

Sanitation ladder: At least basic 

pit latrines with slabs. Limited Unimproved 
No 

service refers to the practice of open defecation. 

Hygiene ladder: A basic

taps, and jugs or basins designated for handwashing. Soap includes bar soap, liquid soap, powder detergent, and soapy water but 
does not include ash, soil, sand or other handwashing agents. Limited
soap. No facility 

Basic Drinking Water, Sanitation & Hygiene Services

19. Drinking Water,  
Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH)
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Snapshot of Key Findings

WASH: Inequalities in Basic Services

Basic Drinking Water Regional Data on Basic Services
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Who Primarily Collects Drinking Water for 
the Household

Accessibility of Drinking Water & Sanitation Facilities

Safely Managed Drinking Water Services: SDG 6.1.1

Time spent each day collecting drinking 
water

Time spent each day collecting drinking water

Accessibility of Drinking Water & Sanitation Facilities

Time Spent Each Day Collecting Drinking Water Who Primarily Collects Drinking Water for the 
Household

Percentage of population by mean time person primarily responsible 
for water collection spends collecting water each day in households 
without water on premises Percentage of population by gender and age of person primarily 

responsible for collecting drinking water in households without water 
on premises 

Drinking water coverage

Safely Managed Drinking Water Services: SDG 6.1.1
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Snapshot of Key Findings
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Management of excreta from household sanitation facilities
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Menstrual Hygiene Management

Denominator for all 3 indicators: women age 15-49 years who reported 
menstruating in the last 12 months

Percentage of women age 15-49 years using appropriate menstrual 
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Snapshot of Key Findings
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residence, wealth quintile, education and region, among women 
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 Use of basic drinking water in Samoa is close to 

 Two-thirds of the population uses a safely 

rural and 92 percent in urban areas).

sanitation and 96 percent uses basic sanitation 

and soap).

Key Messages
 Of those women aged 15-49 years who reported 

menstruating in the last 12 months, 92 percent 
reported using appropriate menstrual hygiene 

change at home.

 About nine percent of women who reported 
menstruating in the last 12 months also reported 

school or work due to last menstruation.
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Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey

Samoa 
DHS-MICS 
2019-20

Every Girl & Boy Survives & Thrives: The First Decade of Life

20. Gender Equality

when gender disparities are often small, particularly in early childhood; 2) the second decade of childhood (10-19 years of age) 
when gender disparities become more pronounced with the onset of puberty and the consolidation of gender norms; and 3) 
adulthood, when gender disparities impacts both the wellbeing of women and girls and boys.

rates are typically lower among girls than boys, potentially due to the higher risk for preterm birth among boys, which is 

may respond to, and interact with, sons and daughters differently.

Mortality Rates among Children Under-5: 
SDG 3.2.1 Sex Disaggregate

Malnutrition: Stunting (Moderate & Severe) 
among Children Under-5: SDG 2.2.1
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Every Girl & Boy Survives & Thrives: The First Decade of Life

Every Girl & Boy Is Protected From Violence & Exploitation: The First Decade of Life

Early Stimulation & Responsive Care by Adults
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Early Stimulation & Responsive Care by 
Adults

Early Childhood Development Index:  
SDG 4.2.1

track in at least 3 of the following 4 domains: literacy-numeracy, 
physical, social-emotional, and learning domains, by sex

Percentage of children age 2-4 years with whom adult household 

readiness during the last three days, by person interacting with child 
and sex of child.

child; singing songs to the child; taking the child outside the home; playing 
with the child; and naming, counting or drawing things with the child
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Birth Registration: SDG 16.9.1 Sex 
Disaggregate

Violent Discipline: SDG 16.2.1 Sex 
Disaggregate

Percentage of children under age 5 whose births are registered, by 
discipline in the past month, by sex 
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Note: Because children of primary school age range from 5-14 years, these indicators include some children in their second 
decade of life.

Participation Rate in Organized Learning: 
SDG 4.2.2

Primary School Attendance
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Key Messages
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Every Adolescent Girl & Boy Survives & Thrives: The Second Decade of Life
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Every Adolescent Girl & Boy Survives & Thrives: The Second Decade of Life

lifelong consequences. Complications related to pregnancy and childbirth are among the leading causes of death 

Early Childbearing - by Age 18

Comprehensive Knowledge of HIV Tobacco* & Alcohol Use

Percent of girls and boys age 15-19 years who know of the two ways 

misconceptions, and any other local misconception.
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy is Protected from Violence & Exploitation:  
The Second Decade of Life

relationships. Female genital mutilation is a human rights issue that also affects girls and women. Adolescence, in 

may be one of the most ubiquitous forms of discrimination adolescent girls face, and it has long-lasting and far-

Child Marriage: SDG 5.3.1 Spousal Age Difference

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy is Protected from Violence & Exploitation: The Second Decade of 
Life
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2

63

21

14

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Younger 0-4 years older 5-9 years older 10+ years older

Spousal Age Difference

Attitudes toward Domestic ViolenceFeelings of Safety, SDG 16.1.4 Age & Sex Disaggregate

Percentage distribution of adolescent girls age 15-19 years currently 
married or in union by age of their partnerunion before age 15 and before age 18*, by residence and wealth 

quintile



64

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy is Protected from Violence & Exploitation: The Second Decade of 
Life

Child Marriage, SDG 5.3.1 Spousal Age Difference
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Attitudes toward Domestic 
Violence

Percentage of adolescents age 15-19 years who feel safe walking 
alone in their neighbourhood after dark, by sex

Percentage of adolescents age 15-19 years who justify wife beating for 
any of the following reasons: she goes out without telling him; she 
neglects the children; she argues with him; she refuses sex with him; 
she burns the food, by sex and age group

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy is Protected from Violence & Exploitation: 
The Second Decade of Life

Child Labour: SDG 8.7.1

Percentage of children age 5 -17 years engaged in child labour, by selected characteristics
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy has an Equitable Chance in Life:  
The Second Decade of Life

Every Adolescent Girl & Boy is Protected from Violence & Exploitation: The Second Decade of 
Life
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boys experience different risk factors for mental health disorders.
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Every Adolescent Girl & Boy Learns: The Second Decade of Life

earnings and national growth rates, to reductions in child marriage, stunting, and child and maternal mortality. 
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Snapshot of Key Findings
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Every Adolescent Girl & Boy Lives in a Safe & Clean Environment:  
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Menstrual Hygiene Management

hygiene management facilities and supplies experience stigma and social exclusion while also forgoing important educational, 
social and economic opportunities. 

Menstrual Hygiene Management: Among adolescent girls age 15-19 years who reported menstruating in the last 12 months, 

Exclusion from Activities during Menstruation: Among adolescent girls age 15-19 years who reported menstruating in the last 
 

school or work due to their last menstruation in the last 12 months
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past 3 months, by sex

Gender Equality in Adulthood

nutrition, and other child outcomes. The internalization of gender norms around masculine and feminine expectations 

of children as well as self-perceptions of well-being, including life satisfaction and expectations for the future.

Access to Knowledge, Information & Technology
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Feeling safe while walking alone: 
SDG 16.1.4 sex disaggregate 

Feeling safety while being at home alone

Time on Household Chores: Water Collection

Who collects water? Time spent on water collection

Percent distribution of household members without drinking water on 
premises by person usually collecting drinking water used in the 
household

per day by sex of person primarily responsible for water collection in 
households without drinking water on premises
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Gender Equality in Adulthood

Feminine & masculine attitudes & expectations

Attitudes toward domestic violence

Life satisfaction

Attitudes toward physical punishment

Perceptions of a better life

Percentage of men and women age 15-49  years who justify wife 
beating for any of the following reasons: she goes out without telling 
him; she neglects the children; she argues with him; she refuses sex 
with him; she burns the food, by sex, wealth quintile and area

Gender Equality in Adulthood

Attitudes toward physical punishment

Feminine & masculine attitudes & expectations

Attitudes toward domestic violence

Perceptions of a better lifeLife satisfaction
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punishment is needed to bring up, raise, or educate a child properly, 
by sex of caretaker

 Under-5 mortality among boys is twice as high 
compared to that of girls (26 and 13 deaths per 

 Around two-thirds of under-5 children had their 
birth registered in Samoa.

 
slightly high among boys (92 percent)  
compared to girls (89 percent). 

Key Messages
 Almost one out of two children age 36-59 

months are not attending an organized early 
childhood education programme. 

school age at beginning of school year are out of 

among those who belong to mothers with 

score on a scale of 0 to 10, by sex, wealth quintile and marital status. 
Percentage of men and women age 15-49  years who expect that their 

status

Life satisfaction
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Multiple Indicator
Cluster Survey

Samoa 
DHS-MICS 
2019-20

Intimate Partner Violence (physical, sexual 
and/or emotional) among ever married/
partnered women: SDG 5.2.1

Non-Partner Sexual Violence: SDG 5.2.2

21. Domestic Violence

32
43

Past 12 
months

Lifetime

1

10

Past 12 
months

Lifetime
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Snapshot of Key Findings

Violence by any husband/partner in the last 
12 months

Help seeking to stop violence

Age group Emotiona
l violence

Physical 
violence

Sexual 
violence 

Emotional 
or Physical 
or Sexual

National 17 18 16 32

15-19 (13) (9) (17) 32

20-24 24 33 15 46

25-29 14 19 13 27

30-34 17 21 18 33

35-39 18 17 18 30

40-44 22 13 17 31

45-49 12 12 13 27

40

6

52

Sought help to stop 
violence

Never sought help 
but told someone

Never sought help, 
never told anyone

partner in the past 12 months

12 months. 

Key Messages
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